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Colorado Springs All City Band 

The Colorado Springs All-City Honor Band offers high school 

students from the Colorado Springs area an opportunity  to 

display excellence in musical performances. Hundred of 

students auditioned for this extremely competitive honor and 

several Coronado students were recently selected. 

Congratulations to (L to R) Sophie Urban—Trumpet, Janae 

Israel—Trumpet , Ella Bowman—Clarinet and Ashton Oaks—

English Horn. Expectations are high and students must be 

thoroughly prepared and exhibit the best possible attitude 

and work ethic for all rehearsals. Nationally-known wind 

conductors, educators and composers serve as guest directors 

for this very challenging and exciting program. 

All-State Band and CU Honor Band 
Congratulations are also in order to Janie Israel for being 

selected to play in the All-State Band (open to juniors and 

seniors only), and to Sophie Urban and Janae Israel for being 

selected to play in the CU Honor Band in Boulder at Macky 

Auditorium on February 23, 2019. CU Honor Band provides a 

premier musical experience by allowing selected students to 

participate in master classes with faculty from the University 

of Colorado and rehearse  and perform as an ensemble. There 

were only 10 trumpet players chosen statewide, so this is a 

high honor and the result of many hours of practice.  

All-State Orchestra 
Congratulations to (L to R) Hayley Currin—cello, Ashton 

Oaks—oboe, Sophie Urban—trumpet, Quinn Williams—

bass, (not pictured) Janae Israel—trumpet and  Jory Lane—

violin, who will be representing Coronado at the 2018 

Colorado All-State Orchestra. This competitive process begins 

with auditions before a panel of judges. All-State orchestra is 

the highest honor a Colorado music student can receive, 

providing memorable performance opportunities for the 

state’s top high school musicians since 1952, and showcasing 

their musical knowledge and skills. Students participate in two 

days of workshops and rehearsals with renowned conductor 

Alexandra Arrieche and will culminate with a performance on 

February 9, 2019 at Colorado State University. This year was 

phenomenal; every Coronado student who auditioned was 

accepted. 

Coronado Bowling Club is having a great season. (L to R) Connor 
Gannon, Anthony Scrivens, Tristan Hayden, David Alcantar, Jamie 
Rumbold, Brian Eick, Coach Korey Kuykendall 
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Philanthropy 
Pay it Forward Club, with the help of Coronado staff and 

students, was able to supply 85 deserving children with toys 

this holiday season.  Donations went to families at West, 

Howbert, Madison, Girl Scout Troop 45176, and a family in 

Fountain who were recommended by a staff member.  

Additional toys were donated to Ms. Stephanie Wilderman for 

the Title VI Indian Education Program.  

Both the Coronado Choir and String Ensemble Orchestra 

students were invited to perform at the D11 administration 

holiday luncheon at Tesla on December 4, 2018 and the same 

String Ensemble played holiday music at the Veterans Affairs 

Center on December 19, 2018, supporting our soldiers and 

veterans. 

Digital Music Prodigy 
Kaleb Rinck is a senior at Coronado 

High School who participates in Mr. 

Peterson’s Life Skills program. He is 

very energetic and enjoys 

participating in classes that 

incorporate a computer and/or 

music. Kaleb enjoys playing the piano, 

playing video games and developing 

YouTube videos.  

Coronado’s new online class DIGITAL 

MUSIC PRODUCTION teaches the fundamentals of making 

music on the computer for applications like broadcast, film, 

and gaming.  Students produce/compose digital music using 

the GarageBand music sequencing platform.  Students also 

learn basic, practical music theory and keyboard skills 

necessary to compose music in the digital realm, as well as 

being introduced to the process of placing and licensing music 

cues with digital music libraries and scoring for film. 

Mr. Jacobson, Kaleb’s teacher, says, “Kaleb Rinck is doing 

amazing work, producing music “cues” that are of near 

professional quality and outshining his classmates in intuitive 

musicality and stylistic accuracy.” 

Boettcher Semi-Finalists 
Three Coronado seniors were named semi-finalists for the 

Boettcher Scholarship. From nearly 1400 applicants, Diana Del 

Valle, Titus Sharman and Connie Sun are now part of a pool 

of 300 students from which 42 will be chosen. Finalists will be 

announced the end of January 2019 with recipient selection in 

March 2019. The Boettcher Scholarships are merit-based, 

providing Colorado high school seniors full-ride tuition to a 

four-year institution in Colorado, plus opportunities to 

enhance their time in college, access to an amazing network 

of successful alumni, and grants and experiences to further 

their careers. 

L to R: Counselor Vanessa Vatalaro, Counselor Shayne Wermers, AP-GT 
Teacher, Counselor Cody Eden, Titus Sharman, Connie Sun, Principal Darin 
Smith, Diana Del Valle 
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Young Champion Ambassador Program 
In June 2014 

Colorado 

Springs 

established a 

Sister City 

relationship 

with Ancient 

Olympia, 

Greece. As a 

way of sharing 

the city’s 

legacy as 

Olympic City 

U.S.A. with 

the world, the 

Young 

Champion 

Ambassador 

Program was 

created as a youth leadership program to engage high school 

students and inspire a sense of community and pride. 

Applicants are 9th, 10th and 11th grade students from across 

the Pikes Peak region and one finalists from each school is 

selected to participate. William White was chosen as 

Coronado’s representative. Kayla Papenfuss will serve as 

runner-up. Students are given 

opportunities to improve their public 

speaking, team building, community 

engagement and event marketing, 

visit key locations across the city and 

promote major city events. The 

involvement with city officials and 

networking is priceless. One 

champion who rises above the rest 

will be chosen to travel to an 

international destination to create awareness about all 

Coronado Springs has to offer, and the impact and legacy of 

the Olympic movement in our city. 

Project-Based Collaboration 
While attending a Colorado Education Initiative conference in 

Aspen the summer of 2016, Coronado social studies teacher, 

Mel Johnson, and Howbert teaching and learning coach, 

Cyndy Tatum, signed up for a cemetery tour. An idea was 

born between the two of them and developed into a 

collaborative 6 week long project-based learning assignment 

with Mrs. 

Johnson’s 

geography 

classes and 

Ms. Heather 

Kindt’s and 

Ms. Chelsea 

Green’s 4th 

graders. 

Students 

visited the 

Colorado 

Springs Evergreen Cemetery on a historical tour with their 4th 

grade “buddy” and chose from a list of local residents who are 

interred. “The Stories From the Grave Project” involved 

research on the deceased’s life and career, how Colorado 

Springs impacted their identity, their character and their 

legacy, story boards or other interactive form of journalism, 

and presentations to peers and 4th graders. Parents, 

community members and even Principal Darin Smith 

attended. You could sense the topophilia!  
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Thescon 2018 
Coronado thespians attended 

the 54th annual thespian 

conference, Colorado 

Thescon 2018, December 6-8 

at the Colorado Convention 

Center and the Hyatt Regency 

Hotel in the heart of Denver’s 

Performing Arts community. 

Over 600 students from 

across the state competed, 

vying for scholarships and 

fame, and 28 of those were 

from Coronado, participating 

in over 200 workshops 

designed to enhance their 

skill, increase their 

knowledge, and expand their 

world view. Of those 28, 12 

students competed in 

individual, duet, or group 

performances.  

From Coronado, 3 groups/

individuals received the 

highest score possible- 

Superior, with the other 5 

groups/individuals performing 

at or above the standard, 

receiving a score of Excellent.  The Superior rating qualifies 

them to compete at the International Convention in Omaha , 

Nebraska in June.  

Please congratulate the following students for their 

outstanding performance and for their exemplary 

representation of Coronado High School. 

 Marco Sorrels & Ben Hayes Lemmon—DOUBLE 

SUPERIOR (Superior rating by both judges) 

 Dylan Carter—DOUBLE SUPERIOR (Superior rating by 

both judges) 

 Indie Ross—SUPERIOR & SUPERIOR (2 Events) 

 Alexa Huesgen Hobbs, Keatyn Hobson & Sarah Smith—

EXCELLENT 

 Meghan Lawson & Maile Sufak—EXCELLENT (Excellent & 

Superior) 

 Ellie Myers—EXCELLENT 

 Derek Hernandez—EXCELLENT 

 Ethan Ocken—EXCELLENT 

Thank you for supporting the CTD students as they learn and 

practice acceptance, empathy, and all things theatre while 

competing in some of the things they do best.  
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Coronado Library Grant 
Academy Bank representative Greg Garrison recently 

presented Coronado with a charitable contribution from their 

corporate headquarters in Kansas City, MO. Darin Smith and 

our Media Center staff were on hand to enthusiastically 

accept the check for $2000. The funds are earmarked to help 

transform our dated library to one we will be proud of in the 

21st century.  

The library staff are consolidating bookshelves in order to 

fulfill our vision of what the space is going to look like in the 

future. Books are periodically “weeded” out in order to 

maintain any collection in a library, taking into consideration 

the following factors:  1) the last time the book was checked 

out, 2) the physical condition of the book, and 3) what the 

interest level is, based on our population of people, etc. Our 

collection was one of the oldest in the District and our check-

out numbers were not only low, but we discovered interest in 

the physical space was lacking. We have all been working to 

make our Media Center new, welcoming, and collaborative 

for everyone here at Coronado, and that means making our 

L to R: Luis Rivera, LTT; Darin Smith, Principal; Kipp Cox, LTE;          
Garrison, Academy Bank; Caitlin Garrison, Literacy Data Assistant; 
Jen Scroggins, LTT. 

excellent collection of books and our square footage more 

accessible and useful to staff and students. Come take a look 

at the transformation. 
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